Bromodeoxyuridine treatment of rat liver cells in culture induces an increased metabolic conversion of exogenous ornithine.
In the presence of bromodeoxyuridine, rat liver cells show an increased incorporation of radiolabeled ornithine into cellular proteins. This increase was not due to activation of urea cycle enzymes but rather to an increase in metabolism of ornithine. Furthermore, treatment with bromodeoxyuridine changes profoundly and selectively the size of the free amino acid pool in these cells.